VENEREAL DISEASES DESCRIBED FOR NURSES by unknown
from "sample" to "population" which he will be tempted to make; to this end the introduc-
tory -chapter requires careful study.
The content of the report covers many aspects of marriage. These are considered under the
following heads :-The family background, childhood and education of the men and their wives,
their occupations, sports and hobbies, details of their courtship and their reasons for marrying,
their relationship during marriage with reference to their happiness, sex life and desire for
children. Further chapters include a review of the data from the aspect of assortative mating
and discussions on the effects of marriage, and health of the women. It is impossible in a
review of this length to discuss all the points made by the authors and what follows is a
selection of some of the more positive findings.
Comparison of the subjects with their parents suggested that the former had attained a
better occupational, educational and financial level than the latter. Part, but, in the opinion of
the authors, not all of this trend can be attributed to the general rise in the standard of life
between the two generations. Unexpectedly, there was no evidence of association between the
health of parents and their fertility or happiness as judged by their children. It appeared
that childhood happiness was more dependent on maternal than paternal temperament. The
estimated incidence of "marked neurotic traits" in childhood was two to three times greater
in the neurotic than in the control group, and child health was better in the latter group. Both
in the neurotic group and in the control, there was evidence that husbands and wives resemble
each other in personality and temperament. Furthermore, there was mnore neurosis in the
wives and their parents in the neurotic group than there was in the control group.
This book is easy reading since the authors have overcome the "catalogue effect," which is'
frequently a feature of reports on such investigations, by quoting liberally from case histories.
The presentation of the tabular information, however, leaves much to be desired; the contents
of the tables are not always clear owing to a frequent absence of totals, subtotals and headings
-particularly these are essential when, as in some instances, the same individual appears a
number of times in the same table. Similarly where statistical tests of comparisons between the
various groups are made it is not always clear to which of the data they are being applied and
the unqualified terms "significant" and "not significant" appear frequently, when, in the
opinion of the reviewer, some indication of the probability level of. the "significance" would
have been preferable.
The subject of the report, by its very nature, makes it one of the least adaptable to sample
survey technique, but in the authors' words, "the need for caution does not, however, relieve us
of the duty of investigation." Their acceptance of this duty has put on record a unique collec-
tion of data and their frank exposition of the difficulties involved will be of great value for
future investigators. E. A. C.
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A SIMPLE textbook describing the outstanding features of the venereal diseases for nurses has
been a long-felt want and this little book is most welcome. The work is divided into an introduc-
tion followed by five chapters describing in turn syphilis, gonorrhcea, other venereal diseases,
genital sores and their differentiation, ethical and sociological considerations, and index.
The outstanding characteristics of the venereal diseases are set out in a clear simple style which is
a pleasure to read. The pathological processes at work in the causation of the various syphilitic
lesions are explained simply yet adequately for the purposes for which the book is written. The
treatment described for syphilis in particular is conservative and orthodox and follows the usually
atccepted British practice of combining the old-established methods with the newer antibiotic
therapy.
In the section on gonorrhoea, not all venereologists will agree with the value of the smear in
199the diagnosi's and tests of cure in the female. Nor will many agree about the value of sulphona-
mide therapy in gonorrhoea, though the importance of right diagnosis before treatment and the
withholding of penicillin where double infection is suspected are rightly stressed. The importance
of adequate follow-up after penicillin therapy is also pointed out.
T'he necessity of contact tracing and the need of careful and tactful approach to the patient is
rightly stressed, and in particular where the elderly patient is unaware that he is suffering from
"V.D." The, importance of investigating the family unit in congenital syphilis is also emphasised.
More stress could be laid on the importance of not diagnosing syphilis on the result of a blood
test and, indeed, it is a pity that the non-specific reactor does not receive mention at all.
Further emphasis might also be placed upon wlheni a case is infectious and when non-infectious,
a still thorny problem in the nursing of the 'V.D." patient, though mention is made about
this problem in the Intr-oductionz.
Bye and large, this is an excellent little book. It is produced in a pleasing manner on good
paper with clear print. The illustrations are adequate and the only typographical error noted
was on p. 23 where "contact" should be "contract" in the lower third of the page. Drs.
Batchelor and Murrell are to be congratulated on producing a book which has not only been a
long-felt want but one which can be recommended with confidence to both men and women in
the nursing profession. J. S. McC.
COMBINED I'EXT1BOOK OF OBSTET1RICS AND GYNiEOLOGY FOR
STUDENTS AND MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS. By Professor Baird.
Livingstone. 1411 pages. 70s.
THIs book is reproduced in a most excellent manner and should be acceptable to many students
and doctors in practice. One perhaps might criticise its bulk and the authors perhaps should
consider in future producing it in two volumes.
It stresses the importance of the modern outlook on obstetrics without failing to warn the
reader of the dangers of the past. These dangers are liable to be overlooked by the modern
student, who must realise that it is only by careful attention to prevention that a return to
conditions of the past can be avoided.
The book is full of valuable information not only for the student but also the teacher.
The text is excellent and while stressing the essentials does not fail to draw attention to the
rarer conditions in their proper perspective.
The illustrations, of which there are 594, are appropriate and clarify the text. The coloure(d
illustrations are beautifully reproduced.
The introduction of a chapter on the psychological aspects of midwifery and gynaecology is
timely and its perusal would repay any student doctor and indeed many teachers. How many
people forget that "She is one organic whole" and that the history should be a "friendly
talk?"
One small criticism. "Stress incontinence" in the index refers one to page 855, whereas
this condition is really dealt with on pages 717 and 1335.
Professor Baird and his colleagues are to be congratulated on a first class production.
C. H. G. M.
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